the BglI, KpnI, PstI, and PvuII enzymes, which are used in the revised genomic map of E. coli K-12 (15) , enabled us to place the tehA and tehB genes at approximately 32.3 min (Fig. 2) .
The chromosomal Ter locus was present in all E. coli K-12 strains tested, including W3110 (1), J53-1 (1), JC1569 (1), JM83 (26) , JM105 (26) , HB101 (2, 3) , and DH5a (8) , as determined by the abilities of these strains to act as templates for tehA and tehB with appropriate primers in PCR. Other E. coli laboratory strains (B/r [7] , C [RG176] [22] , and W [6] ) also contained the tehA and tehB genes. The prevalence in E. coli strains from diverse sources was tested by using the ECOR collection of 72 reference strains from natural populations (14) in dot blot hybridization with tehA and tehB probes generated by PCR. All but 1 The MIC of K2TeO3 for E. coli HB101 was 2 pug/ml, and that specified by HB101(pDT1364) was 128 ,ug/ml. In the latter construct the tehAB operon was cloned in a pUC8 vector with a copy number of approximately 500 (17) . Cloning the tehA tehB operon in the pACYC184 vector, which has a substantially lower copy number (10 to 12 copies per cell), resulted in MICs of 8 to 16 ,ug/ml. To test the effect of expression of the tehAB genes on Ter, the genes were amplified both from the pDT1364 plasmid and from the E. coli HB101 chromosome and cloned into the tac vector, pMS119HE (18 K-12 terminus. The upper portion shows restriction sites from the Kohara map (11) with scales in minutes (upper) and kilobases (lower). Kohara X phage clones 270, 271, and 272 are also shown. The restriction map of the cloned insert within plasmid pDT1364 on which the positions of tehA and tehB are indicated (lower portion) agrees completely with the Kohara map restriction sites. The positions of the two closest genes, rimL (19) and trg (9) , are also shown. We previously reported the DNA sequences of the tehA and tehB genes, which together specify Ter, as being derived from the plasmid pHH1508a (23, 25) . From the present study it is clear that these two genes are of E. coli K-12 chromosomal origin and were probably present as contaminating DNA which remained after cesium chloride-ethidium bromide centrifugation was used to purify high-molecular-weight plasmid DNA (23). It is not clear why the chromosomal genes were cloned in preference to the plasmid Ter determinant. However, it is possible that the restriction enzymes selected for cloning may have disrupted the plasmid Ter determinant. In any case, the tehAB genes were cloned on two separate occasions from two different batches of IncHII plasmid DNA (24) .
The replication terminus region (31 to 35 min) of the E. coli chromosome contains very few mapped genes compared with the rest of the chromosome (12, 13, 15) . Moir et al. examined proteins encoded by theE. coli replication terminus region and concluded that this region encodes genes which are transcribed and translated (13) . However, large regions of the terminus can be deleted with little effect on viability (12) . The tehA and tehB genes, which specify tellurite resistance when present in high copy number but otherwise appear to be phenotypically silent, have now been shown to reside in this region.
